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Council for Disabled Children
• Sits within the National Children’s Bureau

• Raise awareness of the needs of disabled children, 
young people and their families

• Promote the participation of disabled children and 
their families in all decision making about their lives

• Contribute to the development of policy and practice 
in central and local government

• Provide an independent forum for the discussion and 
resolution of issues relating to children and disability

• Hosts a range of networks: TIN, NPPN, SEC



Disabled Children

• 772,000+ disabled children UK = 7% of all children

• Estimates for UK, using widest survey definition

• Fastest growth in numbers is for children under 16: 

1975: 476,000 
2002: 772,000
increase of 62%.



What do disabled young 
people want?

Young people say they want to:
• Be listened to when decisions are made about their lives 

• Do the same things as other children and young people of 
their age – shopping, going to a cinema, clubbing, going to 
youth and sport clubs, playing football etc

• Have the opportunity to be involved in out-of-school 
activities

• Be safe from harassment and bullying

• Have control of spending money, and have enough money 
to enjoy life.



Young people’s feelings about transition

• 70% less likely to move out of the family home
• 50% less likely to gain paid employment
• 65% say they are less likely to be in a ‘good job’

and have a regular partner by the time they are 30
• 70% say they have problems in accessing a social 

life or getting a holiday 
• 65% have been bullied or have felt unsafe
• 40% say they are heavily dependent on their 

parents in multiple areas of their life. 
Disability Rights Commission Survey of 16-24 year o lds with a disability (2002), updated 2004



Parents’ views  
Suffolk Parent Carers network

• Parents do not have previous sight of forms 
or any idea what needs to be considered 

• Most parents are unsure who should be at 
meetings or their role

• Some parents find themselves agreeing to 
look at provision that is clearly inappropriate 

• Most parents feel very confused 



National Policy and Guidance

• Improving Life Chances of Disabled 

People

• Children’s National Service Framework: 

Standards 4 & 8 

• Every Child Matters & Children Act 2004

• DDA 1995 & SEN and Disability Act 

2002, DDA 2005

• Removing Barriers to Achievement –

DfES SEN Strategy



More!

• Valuing People

• Youth Matters & Youth Matters Next Steps

• Learning and Skills Act 2000

• Our health, our care, our say - DASS 

• Growing Up matters - CSCI

• All highlight multi agency planning & 
working



Treasury Review 
• Comprehensive funding review
• Children and young people
• 3 strands:

– services for disabled children and families

– Youth
– ‘At risk’ families 

• 3 Parliamentary hearings 
– transition 



Other developments

• Valuing People 
– person centred transition reviews

• Department of Health 
– Transition: Getting it right for young people

• Office for Disability Issues 
– Independent Living Review

• Individual Budget Pilots & Dynamite



New Guide from ACT 

• The Transition Care Pathway: A 
Framework for the Development of 
Integrated Multi-Agency Care Pathways 
for Young People with Life-threatening 
and Life-limiting Conditions

(The Association for Children’s Palliative Care)



Transition Guide 

• Funded by DfES 
• Partnership with DH, ODI and DWP
• Written by CDC with reference group 
• Responsibilities of all agencies
• Overview of legislation and guidance 
• Illustrated with effective practice 



Elements that make up 
good transition

• Multi-agency transition protocol 
• Multi-agency working 
• Effective practice 
• Information for young people & parents
• Participation of young people & parents  
• Evaluation of provision 
• Youth and career services
• Post-16 Opportunities 
• Leisure & social life 



Transition Information Network

Magazine

• Aimed primarily at young 
people 

• Produced three times a year 
and sent to all TIN members

• Transition projects, views and 
articles from disabled young 
people, news update, 
information on new resources 
and events.



Transition Information Network

Newsletter 

• Aimed primarily at professionals  

• Quarterly 

• Policy update, good practice, 
information on new resources and 
events.



Transition Information Network

Website
www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk

• A site for parents and professionals. 
• An interactive, accessible site for young people.
• Information about legislation and policy.
• Information about education, employment, health, 

relationships, benefits and more. 
• Links to a range of useful resources and 

organisations.





Transition Information Network
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• TIN seminars give young people, 
parents and professionals the 
opportunity to examine key issues 
in relation to transition

• Recent topics: Volunteering, work 
experience and employment, 
policy update seminar 



• Participation day – 30th March 2007 

Transition Information Network



Every Disabled Child Matters
Getting rights and justice for every disabled child

• Families with disabled children to have ordinary lives 

• Disabled children and their families to shape the way 
that services are planned, commissioned and delivered 

• Transition – as part of the treasury 
review and the wider campaign we 
are looking at options on how best 
to improve transition 

www.edcm.org.uk



Thank You

Lwinters@ncb.org.uk

TIN@ncb.org.uk

www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk

www.edcm.org.uk


